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AGENDA

« Welcome
« Whatis AB 1572?
 So, what is non-functional turf?

 How to create a replacement plan that works for your property
and your budget

« How to find available rebates and incentives to offset costs

This webinar is brought to you by the California Water Efficiency Partnership and
Southern California Gas Company
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A Chapter of the Alliance for Water Efficiency



CalWEP’s Mission

Maximize urban water efficiency and conservation by:

Advancing research, training, and public education

Building collaborative approaches and partnerships

Supporting and integrating innovative technologies and practices
Encouraging effective public policies
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What is AB 15727
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AB 1572

Prohibits the irrigation of non-
functional turf (NFT) with potable
water on Cll properties beginning in
2027



AB 1572: Adopted Oct ‘23

Why?
« Legislation declared that the use of potable water to irrigate nonfunctional
turf is wasteful.

 |t's incompatible with state policy relating to climate change, water
conservation, and reduced reliance on the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
ecosystem.

« CA must take steps to respond to climate change reality on water supplies.

« Followed State of Nevada's AB 356 enacted in 2021 that prohibits the use of
Colorado River to irrigate nonfunctional turf.




AB 1572: Overview

What the bill did?
« Prohibits the use of potable water for the irrigation of nonfunctional turf

* Prohibits based on properties located on:

« Commercial, industrial, and institutional properties, other than a cemetery
« Properties of homeowners' associations, common interest developments,
and community service organizations or similar entities

* The use is allowed to the extent to ensure the health of trees and other

perennial nonturf plantings




AB 1572: Overview

Definitions

* "Functional turf” means a ground cover surface of turf located in a
recreational use area or community space. Turf enclosed by fencing or other
barriers to permanently preclude human access for recreation or assembly is
not functional turf,

* “"Nonfunctional turf” means any turf that is not functional turf, and includes
turf located within street rights-of-way and parking lots.

« "Recreational use area” means an area designated by a property owner or a
governmental agency to accommodate human foot traffic for recreation,
including, but not limited to, sports fields, golf courses, playgrounds, picnic
grounds, or pet exercise areas. This recreation may be either formal or
informal.




AB 1572: Overview

AB 1572 Phased Implementation

Common G Local s
Areas of HOAs PO‘H’F-_'FH men
& Similar ublic Agency
Entities Properties
Cc ial Located in
?r?;:l::?a:la ' Disadvantaged
AB 1572 & Other Communities
Signed Institutional January 1,
into Law Properties 2029

October 13, State-Owned January 1,
2023 Properties (DGS) 2028

Local Government
& Public Agency
Properties

* Or when funding is available

NonFunctionalTurfCA.org




AB 1572: Overview

State Water Resources Control Board (STATE)

« Upon a showing of good cause for reasons including economic hardship,
critical business need, and potential impacts to human health or safety, the
STATE can postpone a compliance deadline by up to three years

+ More than 5,000 square feet of irrigated area other than a cemetery:
« ClIl properties shall certify compliance to the STATE, commencing June
30, 2030, and every three years thereafter through 2039

« A HOA, common interested development, or community service
organization shall certify compliance to the STATE, starting June 30, 2031

through to 2040




AB 1572: Overview

Enforcement
« A public water system, city, county, or city and county may enforce

« By January 1, 2027, public water systems shall revise their regulations,
ordinances, or policies governing water service to include the requirements
of AB 1572

* And shall communicate the requirements to their customers

« |If another public entity that is not a water system wants to enforce, they need
to notify the retail public water system to avoid double enforcement.




AB 1572: Key Takeaways

« Residential properties, cemeteries, and properties with recycled water are
not included in the prohibition

« There is an irrigation exemption for existing tree health

« Although city/county/water supplier can enforce, water suppliers are
required to adopt ordinance/resolution/codes related to the prohibition

« AB 1572 defines what is nonfunctional, it's up to water suppliers to implement

those definitions
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So, what is nonfunctional turf?
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AB 1572

NFT or Not? Let’s Find Out!






Not Applicable — AB 1572 only applies
to commercial properties. Residential,
even HOA - residential areas are not
considered part of the prohibition.




Functional Lawn or Nonfunctional Lawn?




Functional Lawn or Nonfunctional Lawn?

Functional — AB 1572 only applies to
commercial properties and areas that
are nonrecreational. Recreational areas
like parks are considered functional.




l Lawn?

iIoNa

Functional Lawn or Nonfunct

R_ E £y A‘I _ "u‘-,-;’,




l Lawn?

iIoNa

Functional Lawn or Nonfunct

o s A ....«.«,..H\/ N
e R T S R
B T )
AR <

=

- =
e |
: ﬂ@,m
=0 2

S Tl
A A
<, BaF
A\ I = -

=50

o

e ¢ . ¥
;
te
O 22 SoEs LN T '
Y s’% A

I M E KRS

@
2]
-
-
()
il
C
S
Q
o)
(1]
wid
o
Q.
7))
2
Q
Q.
©
>
c
@)
N
N
o)
-
m
<
_
Q
L0
S
2
[}
Q.
<
d
o
2

39 «;—“an
N

B O L







Nonfunctional with an exemption — watering is allowed to continue to ensure the
health of trees and other perennial nonturf plantings.
Only for Existing Trees! Only where they are!
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Functional Lawn or Nonfunctional Lawn?




Functional Lawn or Nonfunctional Lawn?
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AB 1572

What’s next?



What Do Customers Have to Do?

ldentify. Stop. Certify.

1. ldentify if your property has NFT

2. By your designated date, you must stop watering properties with
nonfunctional turf

3. The supplier can enforce and the State can enforce with fines up
to $1,000/day

4. Based on designated date, large properties over 5,000 sq ft of
irrigated area must self-certify to the State that you are complying




LESS LAWN
MORE OPPORTUNITY:

Don’t just stop watering - start transforming!

Stopping Watering Is Enough... But..
« Brown, dead turf creates heat islands and degrades community appearance

 Abandoned turf can harm trees and soil health

An Opportunity to Transform

» Replace decorative turf with beautiful, low-water landscapes and support pollinators,
shade, and biodiversity

« Save on water bills and maintenance costs, while enhancing property values and
community pride

« Contribute to climate resilience and long-term sustainabili




LESS LAWN
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Creating a Replacement Plan
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LESS LAWN, MORE BEAUTY

Don't just stop watering - start transforming!

Transforming NFT to climate-appropriate landscapes

6. Maintain detailed
landscape inventories
to track compliance

1. Encourage

\

7. Work with local water
agencies to align
irrigation policies with

municipal conservation

2. Explore alternative
supply options like

5. Implement Smart
Irrigation Systems on
your property

3. Replace Non-
Functional Turf (NFT)
with Climate-
Appropriate Landscape.

4. Prioritize Climate
Ready Tree Canopy for
Cooling & Water



LESS LAWN, MORE DIY

How to Do it Yourself!

DIY & In-House Projects

« Leverage using maintenance staff
« Community volunteer events

* Bulk purchasing

* Reseed with Native Grasses

» Use very low water use plants and
trees

« Seek tree giveaway events

» Look for free Mulch giveaway from
local water agency,
cities/municipalities




LESS LAWN MORE SUPPORT

Look around and start small

Rebates & Incentives

« Turf conversion and irrigation rebates
« Start Now/Plan while funding is available: , |
Agencies have limited budgets awsinnersdmasiiy

« Get applications into funding programs .
BEFORE you start

» Understand rules and requirements from
each program you want to participate —

Nonfunctional Turf Compliance Portal

Start by typing your property address 10 get clear and actionable nformats nstantly

Phased Approach to Reduce Upfront Costs

« Convert high-priority areas first and phase out
turf over time

* Start with low-cost conversions Check out www.nonfunctionalturfCA.com



http://www.nonfunctionalturfca.com/

LESS LAWN MORE TREES

Protect Existing Trees

Protect tree roots during turf removal

« Water deeply & infrequently to encourage deep root growth:
* Frequent surface watering encourages shallow root system
* Mulch around trees
« Supplement irrigation for trees transitioning from turf watering

Add trees to your property during replacement process

« Consider drought-resistant native trees

* Resources for Tree Selection & Protection:
« California Native Plant Society (CNPS): https.//calscape.org
« CalFire's Tree Planting & Care Guide: https.//www.fire.ca.gov

« Cal Poly Urban Forest Ecosystems Institute (UFEI
https.//selectree.calpoly.edu/




LESS LAWN MORE SAVINGS

Update irrigation system

Smart Irrigation Practices:
« Switch from overhead spray to drip irrigation

 Install weather-based irrigation controllers to adjust
watering schedules based on real-time conditions

« Use high-efficiency nozzles & pressure-regulating devices
to prevent overspray & runoff

« Check for leaks & adjust watering schedules seasonally to
prevent water waste

Irrigation System Upgrade Rebates
« Check with your local water agency smart irrigation
controllers & drip irrigation conversions rebates

Resource: EPA's WaterSense Irrigation Best Practices:
https.//www.epa.gov/watersense



https://www.epa.gov/watersense

LESS LAWN MORE NATIVE

Selecting the right plants
What to Look For:

« Drought-tolerant & native species (require less water &
support local wildlife)

Ambrosia pumila .
P Dymondia margaretae

* Fire-resistant plants (especially in wildfire-prone areas)

« Low-maintenance ground covers (Ambrosia, Silver Carpet,
Honeysuckle, Creeping Broom, Silver Carpet Aster, ground lvy)
are a great alternatives

LoiNcacs japotica Genista pilosa 'Vancouver Gold'

« Pollinator-friendly species (Milkweed, Salvias, Ceanothus)

Resources for Plant Selection:
« Calscape (Native Plant Finder): https.//calscape.org

 Water Use Classification of Landscape Species (WUCOLS): ,iag,o,i S— T e
https.//ucanr.edu/sites/WUCOLS (Corsthiogie)

Source:https://ccub.ucdavis.edu/wucols-db
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LESS LAWNMORE NATIVE

Non-native turfgrass Native grasses

Origin Europe, Asia, or subtropical regions Origin California Ecosystem

High water use Low water use

Fast-growing Clumping/Loose Growth

High maintenance needs Low maintenance needs

Poorly adapted to California’'s dry summers Well suited to California’'s dry summers, wet
and variable precipitation winters and variable precipitation

Less drought resilience Excellent drought resilience

Biodiversity Support monocultures with little Biodiversity Support pollinators and

habitat value beneficial insects



LESS LAWN MORE ELEMENTS

Add other landscaping elements to increase benefits

Stylish, Low-Water Landscaping ldeas:
» Drought-Tolerant Plant Beds

« Permeable Pathways & Hardscaping
* Fire-wise buffer areas

 Mulch & Rock Gardens

« Bioswales & Rain Gardens

« Low-water use ground covers

Resources for Design Inspiration:

« California Water-Efficient Landscaping Guide (DWR):
https.//water.ca.gov

« https.//bewaterwise.com



LESS LAWN MORE SUPPORT

Look to qualified
landscapers for support

California Landscape
Contractors Association

Certification [/ Organization

Description

QWEL (Qualified Water Efficient
Landscaper)

Provides training on water-efficient and
sustainable landscaping practices.
Endorsed by many California water
agencies.

N\ /7 NATIONAL

>>< ASSOCIATION OF
LANDSCAPE

77 PROFESSIONALS

Irrigation Association (1A)

Offers Certified Irrigation Designer (CID),
Certified Irrigation Contractor (CIC), and
Certified Landscape Irrigation Auditor (CLIA)
credentials.

@ EL Water Efficient Landscape

[)( [D JUAL CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

A/A D LAJ ») ) AJ
Y WATERSENSE PA t

@A FIEO WATER EFIOENT LANDSCAMER

California Landscape Contractors
Association (CLCA)

CLCA members are often up-to-date on
California-specific requirements and
standards.

EPA WaterSense Irrigation Partners

Professionals certified by WaterSense
labeled programs adhere to strict water
efficiency practices.

Water Efficient Landscape Dual
Certification Program

Landscape professionals in Southern
California dual certification free program by
Metropolitan Water District and the
California Landscape Contractors
Association: Combines CLCA Water
Management certification and Qualified
Water Efficient Landscaper certification.

ISA Certified Arborists

Ensure tree care professionals are trained
to protect existing trees during landscape
conversion.




LESS LAWN MORE BENEFITS

Pro Tip: Suggest a gradual transition plan instead of an immediate turf removal
Key Selling Points:

« Lower Water Bills

« Less Maintenance

* Increase Usable Spaces

« Eco-Friendly Appeal

« Leverage rebates & grant programs
« Start Small

* Provide Visuals

« Compliance with AB 1572




LESS LAWN
MORE SOLUTIONS

Rebates and Programs for
Turf Transformations




LESS LAWN
MORE OPPORTUNITY:

Check out NonfunctionalTurfCA.org

Your one-stop resource for:
~ Quick check: Do you have non-functional turf?

- Design ideas & support materials

{ Rebate finder: find out if there is a rebate program in your
area!

L. Case studies & FAQs for real examples

Start today — Transform your turf, save water, and get $$!


http://www.nonfunctionalturfca.org/
http://www.nonfunctionalturfca.org/

Metropolitan Water District Rebate

Much of SoCal is eligible for $7/sq ft - Act NOW!
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2025 RESIDENTIAL
ENERGY-EFFICIENCY
PROGRAMS

Carlo Gavina
cgavina@socalgas.com

m SoCalGas.
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SoCalGas Service Territory

Serving over 20 million
consumers

5.8 Service Meters
20,000 square miles

Over 500 communities
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Residential Programs

Residential Advanced Clean Energy Program
(Synergy)

The Program provides energy efficiency solutions to
residential single-family customers via direct install
of basic and advance energy measures.

Community Language Efficiency Outreach (Global
Energy Services)

The Program provides in-language energy efficiency
to the community by providing no-cost energy saving
seminars and direct install energy measures to the
Chinese, Viethamese, Korean, Hispanic, Indian and
African-American communities.

53

Instagrom

NO-COST
INSTALLATION

G
@ cityofglendora - Follow

=)

O QvYy

. 118 likes

cityofglendora 'NEW PROGRAMS!
We have partnered with @socalgas to
provide no-cost replacements &
installations to residential Glendora
Water & SoCalGas customers!

[[INO-COST ¢} toilet replacement &
installation: Replace your toilet that
uses 1.6 gallons per flush or higher
with a new high efficiency model (up
to 2 toilets per household.)

NO-COST % smart sprinkler
controller: Replace your current
sprinkler controller with a smart
controller (wifi required.)

Ready to apply? Call Global Energy
Services (GES) at (909) 860-5300

Q Have more questions? Call the
\Alatar Nivician A+ (76 00D A0D0

W

May 4, 2023

Log in to like or comment.

Glad to be of service.”



Single Family - Additional Measures

Energy-Efficiency Starter Kits

« Available at no cost to customers.
= 1 Low Flow Showerhead
= 1 Faucet Aerator Kitchen Sink
= 2 Faucet Aerator Bathroom Sink

 These devices allow air to enter the water stream,
maintaining a high-pressure flow while reducing water
usage.

 Link available on SoCalGas single family rebate page:
https://scg-eecp.semprautilities.com/m/rebates/3831/THMKTRQ

54 Glad to be of service.”




Multifamily Energy Efficiency Rebate Program
» Program offers rebates to

property owners/managers for Equipment Rebates up to:
the pu I’Chase & inSta”ation Of Central System Natural Gas Storage Water Heaters $6 per mBtu
qualified energy-efficiency
products in:

Central System Natural Gas Boilers $12 per mBtu

Common Area

Central System Natural Gas Tankless Water $12 per mBtu

= Existing residential multifamily Heaters
properties (2 or more units): Boiler (Domestic Hot Water Loop) Controller $1.400 ea.
° DweIIings: Apartments Tankless Water Heaters $1.500 ea.
- Common Areas: | BB Rl e S Biere | guioen
épagment_s" 2 Mobil g Fireplace Inserts $500 ea.
onaominiums oplle £

Natural Gas Patio Heaters
Qualifying models on residential natural gas standalone or wall mount patio $400 ea.
heaters.

Home Parks

55 Glad to be of service.”



K1I2PSP: PROGRAM OVERVIEW

The K-12 Public Schools Program (K12PSP) is a unique program targeted at
public school districts in need of technical assistance, operation assistance,
maintenance planning and no-cost energy efficiency natural gas storage

water heater upgrades. In addition, the program also offers a self installed, ELIGIBLE EQUIPMENT
low-flow, pre-rinse spray valve or up to five (5) water heating-aerator - - —

Small Storage Water Heater <= 75 kBtu/hr, 40-gal 0.64 UEF or greater
The K12PSP is implemented by Okapi Architecture, Inc. (Okapi) as a third- Sl BT T A S e D e e e

party provider on behalf of Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas). ADDITIONAL PROGRAM OFFERING

One (1) Pre-Rinse Spray Valve or Up-To Five (5) Faucet
Aerators

Public school districts within SoCalGas service territory and designated as
disadvantage communities (DAC) and/or hard-to-reach (HTR) may be eligible
for program participation.

The primary locations will range from South Los Angeles, to San Gabriel, and
San Bernardino.

Glad to E_—:‘-"‘fnnu-.:,.,?.®
) Okapi Archifecture 56
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Small & Medium Commercial Sector Programs

Commercial Building Energy Solutions and Technologies

»
»

»

»
»

ICF Resources, LLC

Targets small and medium commercial business customers whose therm Water Measures No Cost
usage is less than 50,000 per year. ) i
Covers all SCG’s service territory EXCEPT for San Bernardino, Riverside, Lam|nar FIOW ReStI‘ICtOI’ = 1 O GPM
and Orange County. . N .
Emphasis on DAC and HTR customers Faucet Aerator for Commercial Buildings, Public
Provides: Lavatory - 0.5 GPM Flow Rate

=  Direct Installation for selected measures

- Rebates Faucet Aerator for Commercial Buildings, Private
Some measures inclu de: Lavatory - 0.5 GPM Flow Rate

=  Boilers and Water Heating

* Hot Water Boilers, Steam Traps, Storage Water Heaters, LOW FlOW Pre-Rinse Spray Valve, 075 - 1 07

Tankless Water Heaters, Solar Thermal, Pipe Insulation GPM N R
=  Food Services
*  Vertical and Horizontal Patio Heaters

] Pool

* Pool Heaters

57 Glad to be of service.”



CALIFORNIA :
" Your feedback is valuable!
<>> \FI’%I;’T'FI\I? EERFSFI_IlcleI,ENCY Scan this QR code for a survey.

Questions?

Tia Fleming and Melissa Matlock
tia@calwep.org

Melissa@calwep.orq



mailto:tia@calwep.org
mailto:Melissa@calwep.org
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