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August 29, 2024

The Honorable Steve Glazer
Senator, Senate District 07
1021 O Street, Suite 7520
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: SB 597 (Glazer) — Building standards: rainwater catchment systems — Support
Dear Senator Glazer:

The California Water Efficiency Partnership (CalWEP) is writing in support of SB 597 as amended
on August 22, 2024. This bill would require the Department of Housing and Community
Development to review current building standards, conduct research, and develop
recommendations regarding building standards for the installation of rainwater catchment systems
for nonpotable uses in new residential constructions. The bill also authorizes the Department to
propose the recommendations to the California Building Standards Commission for consideration.

CalWEP is a membership-based non-profit organization with a mission to maximize urban water
efficiency and conservation throughout California by supporting and integrating innovative
technologies and practices; encouraging effective public policies; advancing research, training,
and public education; and building collaborative approaches and partnerships. We have over 220
members, including water agencies, businesses, and other organizations. We are also a state
chapter of the Alliance for Water Efficiency.

California’s limited water resources are being strained due to the state’s changing climate. Using
water efficiently can help save money, energy, and resources. Rainwater catchment systems can
help promote water conservation and efficiency and strengthen water supply resiliency at the local
level, especially since atmospheric rivers are becoming common in addition to periods of drought.
Conducting research and having a set of recommendations around rainwater catchment systems
would be beneficial, and this bill would achieve that.

For these reasons, we support SB 597. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact
Tia Fleming, Executive Director of External Affairs, at tia@calwep.org or (916) 475-1204.

Sincerely,

TCPLMVL,W@B,

Tia Fleming
Executive Director, External Affairs
California Water Efficiency Partnership
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