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Southwest U.S. drought, worst In a century

A Rivers in the southwest have experienced
significant and sustained reductions

A Conditions are expected to continue due
to climate change

A Colorado River natural flow (blue lines):
average flow reductions of 17% since
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Southwest U.S. drought, worst In a century

Total Large Reservoir Storage in New Mexico (12
reservoirs)
ember End-of-Month Storage (acre-feet)

5,500,000

A Decreasing snowpack have impacted reservg

5,000,000

A Upstream of the Rio Grande and Colorado, |, .
there is little multtyear water storage for
irrigation and other consumptive use

4,000, 000

3,500,000
A Reservoir levels in New Mexico are at an all |:o000
time low 2 500,000

A Shortages below the Elephant Butte reservoif«eo
have occurred in most years since 2003 1,500,000

A Agriculture and hydropower generation has  [***
been impacted by low reservoir levels 500,000
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Source: New Mexico Office of State Engineer
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Call for Action andpportunities
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Conservation

Bureau of Reclamatioall for BasidWide

A Drought Response Operations and Management
Plan with Upper Basin States
A Colorado Basin Water Users Memorandum of
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Introduce a program to reduce nonfunctional
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turf grass by 30% through replacement with

drought and climateresilient landscaping while
maintaining vital urban landscapes and tree
[ /’\”” canopies
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Potential to advance
conservation by removing
unnecessary higtvater-use
turf

A 12 million sq. ft. landscape transform in 30
years

A $8 million rebate amount issued to date
A5 Billion gallons demand reductions (per year)
A 35% reduction or 65 gallons per sq. ft. per year

A To reduce 1 GPCD per year we need to converi
~1 million square feet per year






