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Calculating your Urban Water Use Objective

Providers will need to meet the SUM of the standards

WATER PROVIDER’S UNIQUE OBJECTIVE 

+ (Variances) + (Recycled Water Bonus)

INDOOR 
RESIDENTIAL USE

OUTDOOR 
RESIDENTIAL USE

WATER LOSSCII-DIM LANDSCAPE



As 2022 Sunsets, Where Are We At?
09.28.22 – SB 1157 Indoor Residential Water Use 
Standards (GPCD) were signed into law 

09.29.22 - DWR submitted recommendations to the 
State  Board on all remaining Standards and 
Performance Measures
10.19.22 - Water Loss Standards adopted
10.28.22 – DWR Releases 20+ technical docs and  
guidance docs in support of their recommendations
2023: The State Board will initiate final rulemaking 



ORIGINAL indoor standard (from 2018 legislation)
2020: 55 GPCD
2025: 52.5 GPCD
2030: 50 GPCD

UPDATED Indoor Standard Passed Legislature
2020: 55 GPCD
2025: 47 GPCD
2030: 42 GPCD

INDOOR 
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• Real system water loss targets must not be exceeded.
• Use the State Board’s economic model to calculate 

losses using supplier audit data.
• Losses reported in gallons per connection per day

WATER LOSS



OR Water Budget =
( ETo-Peff) x (LAs) x (ETF) x (0.62) 

ORWU = Outdoor Residential Water Use (gallons)
ETo = Reference evapotranspiration (inches)
Peff = Effective precipitation (inches)
LAs = Landscape area for a water supplier (sq. ft) 
ETF = ET Factor (unitless) represents a percentage of reference 
ETo; function of plants’ water needs & irrigation efficiency
0.62 = unit conversion factor
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Outdoor Residential Standard (ETF)

2023 – 2029 = 0.80 ETF*
2030 and thereafter = 0.65 ETF
New Developments = 0.55 (or current MWELO ETAF value)
Special Landscape Areas (SLA) = 0.80, 0.63 (beg. 2030) ETF

* Note that DWR has assumed 
an irrigation efficiency of 80%

OR Water Budget =  (ETo-Peff) x (LAs) x (ETF) x (0.62) 

0.63 ETF



CII-DIM Standard

2023 – 2029 = 0.80 ETF*
2030 and thereafter = 0.65 ETF

* Note that DWR has assumed 
an irrigation efficiency of 80%

CII-DIM Water Budget =  (ETo-Peff) x (LAs) x (ETF) x (0.62) 

0.63 ETF



CII-DIM Standard

1. Calculate CII-DIM Water Budget for aggregate landscape area 
2. Calculate MWELO Max. Applied Water Allowance (MAWA) for Special 

Landscape Areas and new or rehabed landscapes (1/01/19)

Compliance 
Year

Irrigated 
(II)
EFT

Special 
Landscape Areas 

(SLA) - ETAF

New Construction/Rehab 
(post 1/1/2019)

ETAF

2023 0.80 1.0 0.45

2030 0.63



What’s on the horizon? . . . CII-DIM Std. 
• 2023: All CII-DIMS must be identified
• 2023: **or upon Board adoption** Measure 20% of CII-DIM 

landscapes, and another 20% each subsequent year.

Geolocate DIMs 
(No GIS? > record 
lat./long. For later 
incorporation into 
geospatial 
database

1st
ID exempt 
landscapes or SLA 
DIMs

2nd
Measure “Irrigable 
Irrigated” landscapes 
only and determine 
aggregate area 
(20%/yr)

3rd



What’s on the horizon? . . . Rulemaking
The State Board has proposed the following “likely” 
schedule for finalizing Long-Term Framework rulemaking

Task Start date End Date
Start rulemaking (First public comment period) January 2023 March 2023
Second comment period May 2023 July 2023
Adoption hearing Early Fall 2023
Submit to OAL Late Fall 2023
Rulemaking becomes effective January 2024



Jan 1, 2024 reporting requirements for calendar year 2023:
1. Calculate Urban Water Use Objective (UWUO)
2. Calculate actual water use with supporting data
3. Documentation of the implementation of CII performance measures
4. Description of a supplier’s progress towards meeting its UWUO
5. Validated water loss audit report 

NOTE: The first report must include a narrative describing the 
water demand management measures it plans to implement to 
achieve its UWUO by Jan. 1, 2027.

What’s on the horizon? . . . Reporting



(2023 calendar water use)Jan. 1, 2024
• The State Board may issue informational orders pertaining to water 

production, water use and water conservation to an urban retail supplier 
that does not meet its Urban Water Use Objective (UWUO).

(2024 calendar water use)Jan. 1, 2025
• The State Board may issue written notices to an urban retail supplier 

that does not meet its UWUO. May request that the supplier address 
areas of concern in its  next annual report.

(2025 calendar water use)Jan. 1, 2026
• The State Board my issue a conservation order to an urban retail 

supplier that does not meet its UWUO.

UWUO
State Board Enforcement -Timeline



• 2026: What’s included in a State Board issued conservation 
order?
üReferral to DWR for technical assistance
üRequirements for education and outreach to customers
üRequirements for local enforcement
üOther efforts to help the urban supplier meet its UWUO

• The State Board is prohibited from issuing any notice or order 
when both of the following are met:

1. Supplier does not meet UWUO solely because the volume of water loss 
exceeds the supplier’s Water Loss Standard, and

2. The State Board is taking enforcement action against the supplier for not 
meeting its Water Loss Standard. 

UWUOState Board Enforcement



?
?

Got Questions? . . . CalWEP’s here to help!
üCalWEP’s Framework Resource Hub and WTF? Blog
üCutsheets: Standards and Performance Measures

üConservation Coordinator Trainings: Data Tracking and 
Reporting

üCII Classification Guidance Document 
üLists of tools and consulting services





CalWEP.org/framework-hub



Water Conservation Tracking Tool (v4)



Questions?

Lisa@CalWEP.org


